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From: ' Vietor, Tommy [Thomas F._Vietor

Sent:
~o: ‘ /4 077} Rhodes, BenjamindJ.[ ~A/S<

. | AN ss ek AagsS [nulandvj| | S5 A
ce: L ddeg - “
‘Subject: - ‘ -RE: Revnsed HPSCI Talkmg Points for Review.

FYl, Brennan will have edits. Im waiting for those.

-

i ot wtirmy oae hae teime 4y e eg ees e Sas i 8 Semiatiams s oSmaeth st wes e et e me 2rin st

Fom{__ /) o/4

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:43 PM :
To: Shawn.Turner Cr1d4_ o Fd Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Beénjamin J. L/\/Lj £r05 S5
| i) Passs Inulandvjl L g// 778 /"’/_v—l

Cetl C/docq ]

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review .

Looping in State. 1 think that's a good adjustment.

T
From. Shawn S Turner

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:41.PM'
etor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; L AISS Hdrce inf Sries J

4
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

I've been very careful not to say we issued'a warning. Any conc'ems with adjusting the first highlighted line to say:

On 10 September we notified Embassy-Cairo of social’ medla reports calling for a demonstration and encouraging
jihadists to break into the Embassy.:

From: (/J_j"

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:24 PM

To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; | LS 2asSS A /RicS
“14 4/4) Shawn S Turner r -

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI.Talking Points foij Review

Thanks very much for your prompt response, Tommy.
Will send over to STATE.

¢

(IR arA

. - b  Bliar areg s o 2 ens e

From. Vietor, Tommy :Thoma
ptember 14, 2012 6:21 PM :
To:| (/2”7 |Rhodes, Benjamin J.; | NS Pgl ok fac s ]

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for. Rev:ew

“/",jl know you’re trying to move these fast soilieré’s an initial rourid of edits. One small tweak in sentence 3 of
bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would also'like to make sure: the highlighted portions are full coordinated with

the State Department in the event that they get mquries.
-

)



From: Vietor, Tommy [Thomas F _Vietor_
Sent: Frida etember 14, 2012 6 52
Yo: ' R

/"\JSS /'/7355' —|

Ce: Shawﬁ S Turner
Subject: ewsed HPSCI. Talklng Pomts for Review-

John's edits are below..Mostly in-bullet 2.

| like the edit Shawn sent around.

= st minsan o

From' Vletor, Tommy . ' 3,
Sent: Frlday, September 14; 2012 6:21 PM !
To:| (/4 /4 | Rhodes, Benjamin J.;| NS F75CS 1oh) 72555 ]

Cc:| (/4 oc4  Shawn. Tumerq !
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talldng Points for Review.

é}i/: i know you re'trylng to move these fast so here’s an initial round of edits.:One small tWeak in sentence 3'of
bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would also like to niake'sure the highlighted portions are full coordinated with
the State Department in the event that they get inqurles.

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points‘for Use with the Media
.14.September 2012.

e The currently available information suggests that the dernonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change as additional information.is collected and analyzed and currently-available
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling for a
demonstration in front of Embassy CAIRO and that jihadists were threatening to:break into the Embassy.

e The investigation is on-going as to who is résponsible for the violence, although.the crowd almost certainly was a
mix of individuals. We do know that lslamlc~extremists participated in the violent demonstrations.

e Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharia. The group-has since released a statement that its
leadershlp did not order the attacks, but did notdeny that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's
Facebook page aims to spread-sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false
interpretations of Islam, according to an open source study,

¢ The wide availability of weabOné;and experienced -fj'g‘ht‘er-;}.li;l"l':jbj’y‘_‘a;a_'lhnoSt:cert'ainly.contributed Yo the lethality of
the attacks. ’

e The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extrémists linked to al-Qaeda.in Benghazi and eastern
Libya. These noted that, since’April, there have been at least five:other. attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the:British- Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule out
that individuals had previously:surveilled.the-USfacilities, also ‘contributing.to-the efficacy.of the attacks:

e The US Government is working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in-an effort to help bring to-justice
those responsible for the deaths of US citizens.
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From: ; ra ol - .
Sent: Fnday, September 14,2012 6:53 PM-
To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamind| << /s ]

A2isS
Ce: ‘L{;é» Shawn S Turner
Subject:- : Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Excellent. Will implement.

Thanks, Tommy

5l
Eé.fjv

From' Vletor, Tommy [mailto:Thomas_F. Vletord .
: September 14, 2012 6:52 PM.
= “47q  |; Rhades, Benjamin J. INES 225sS a0 226 ¢
“". Shawn S Turner { — “d e -
Subject: : RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

John's edits are below. Mostly in bullet 2.

| like the edit Shawn sent around.

From. Vetor, Tommy

Sel'lt. Frida September 14, 2012 6:21 PM
Rhodes, Benjamin J.;1 A5 < % ; S ol PECS

WeZ PPy, Shawn.Turner |

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Fﬁ’ 1_1 I know you’re trying to move these fast so here’s an'initial round of edits. One small twéak in‘'sentence 3 aof
bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would also {ike to make sure the highlighted portions:are full coordinated with
the State Department in the event that they get inquries.

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the:-Media
14 September 2012

o The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in' Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy.in Cairo and evolved into-a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently.available
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling for a
demonstration in front of Embassy CAIRG and that jihadists:were threatening to break into.the Embassy.

e The investigation is-on-going as to who is responsible for.the violence; although the crowd almost.certainly was a
mix of Individqals. We do know that Islamlc.extremists participated in the violent demonstrations.

e Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar.al-Sharia.. The. group has:since released a statement that its
leadership did-not order the attacks, but did not deny that:some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's
Facebook page aims.to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need forjlhad to counter-what it vlews as false
interpretations of Islam, according to an open source study
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From' Vetor, Tommy [mailto Thomas F. Vletord 2

From: Nuland, Victoria J [nulandij:I
Sent: . Friday, Septernber 14, 2012 7' 6 PM- -
Yo: NSC Deputy Press Secretary;| ¢ /./f /"4 __Bhawn S Turner;|¢;
’ BenlammJ I SS fussS | eMNNiss STAT e J
Cc: ‘ WaZWig | .

Subject: HE Revised HPSCI Talkmg Points for Review-

Are these for open or closed hearing? If open;, the line about “knowing” there were extremists among
the demonstrators will come back to us at podium — how. do we know, who-were they, etc... So I'll

. need answers.to those if we deploy that line, tx.

This email is UNCLASSIFIED.

[777 o7 Rhodes, Benjamin J. 1—7\/§; /2285 s ]
S727% A4 ]

Subject RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

FYI, Brennan will ‘have edits. Im waiting for those.

«~rom; 4 /47 2, /’ /’
Sent: ay, Sep
To: Shawn.Turne|

7 ,,,/’{v ~ |Vietor, Tommy, Rhodes, Benjamin J.;) A/5°S s

pH ,--z’w:) i 7 4
/3 ocA
Subject:. RE: Revised HPSCI Talklng Points for Review

Looping in State. Ithink that’s a good 'ad;pstm‘ent;.

e St ety i e s S e S et e mmm ¢ e 4TS & e § faatae 16 (e reant Ln tpuroaiem s s o

From' Shawn S Turner

Se eptember 14, 2012 6:41 PM
To: ietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; | Nj S /55S e AasSs J
Cc: / S

Subject' RE Revised HPSCI Talkmg Polnts for Review

've been very careful not to, say-we__issue"d a =yvarning."Any cohcgrh’s-'with adjusting the first highlighted line to say:

e On 10 September we notified Embassy Cairo of social-media reports calling for a demonstration and encouraging
jihadists to break into the Embassy.

e VO UVOC S KOV TR I ORI S URS SOV SRS

From. CId O ’ ?”
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:24 PM
02 Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin;Jg;[ NSS /assS okl /6ss —I




r( 7/’7 4,‘//;'1

From: ‘ FA) [A55S

Sent: idav. Sentember 14, 2012 7:18 PM

or | B Fsss

cc: ! (/ 4 £,£‘ ,‘/ i . i
Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

. [z/’(’ Lweare taking a look and 1 will respond back.

Fr?m‘— C/4 o074 - e et
» 4 2g

To A o/ 'f—'//}’/ ]»7’;,5)
Cc: C /A4 o0A e .

Sernt: P RIZH
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Colleagues:
I'm told that Chalrman Rogers intends to use these talking points. 6n'Sdnday.

Kindly respond to this note indicating that you’ve reviewed these talking points ASAP.

Thanks,

A

o rome| /g W7
sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 5:20 PM
To: “2 / //.7’ eSS
Cc (/7 pco , )
Subject: FW:. Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Colleagues: -
FYI.
These are talking points for HPSCI's use with the media. T-hgy asked the DCIA for themtoday. -

- White House'is-reviewing and DNI is aware.

" Chief, Media Relations.
CIA Office of Public Affairs

e iy =y OIS NeEneS e e B A 0 came i e -+ s st Srther i e e f 4 ter s ab e oW 3 L f S - o s et o copet o e

+ ‘rom:
' sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 5:09.PM_-
To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benfamin J_.;| AJSS FASSS. o FAE5S

1



¢

C (A

oK T . S Y w—— - 4
From: ' '
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012:7:29 PM
“o: »"o Lt
CC: ¢ C // 4 \C z'/
~ Subject: _ FW Revnsed HPSCI Talklng Pomts for Rewew

Guys - - see Toria’s quesﬁon below. Can we soften this a bit?

e et e s e

o e agatm—— t ity et e et

me' Nuland Victoria ] [mallto nulandVJ ' ' o ‘. |
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:16 PM__
J (4 Pyl ShaerS]Turner,‘ ¢ /.4 o/% Rhodes, Benjamin J.; I/\/g S /25¢s

$SY /’”n> (NI 72 u}
Ce:| /s ok
Subje E: Rewsed HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Are these for open or closed heérin‘é? -If'open, the line about “knowing” there were extremists among
the demonstrators will come back to us at podium — how do we know, who were they, etc... So I'll
need answers to those if we deploy that line, tx. :

This email is UNCLASSIFIED.

O —— SR re s e st e it o e e Sttt - e 2 e s Anem e o et am e n T

rom: Vletor Tommy malltoTh as F Vi
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:

To:| <14 o z —IRhodes, ‘Benjamin J.‘;L AKS A7zsss 1
I~ ,': 74558 . 73 44 g
cc ( / 4 v &7 = )
Subject: RE: Rev evi‘s‘a HPSCI Talking Points for Review
FYl, Brennan will have edits. Im waiting for those.
4 d,/'/fzf
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:43PM .
' Sz | Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin3.;[ 1/ < /s, ; < |
_ mendf | <ope 24 |
| HPSCI Talking Points for Review
Looping in State. | think that's a good adjustment.
me- Shawn S Turner o .
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:41 PM .
Yol (/A O Vetnr, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin 3.; [ NS fpscs  brilfses
. 4 ’

ciAocl]
Subject. RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

ve been very careful not tosay we issued'a warning. An'y'_cpncernsiWith:a.dju_svting_the first highlighted line to say:



‘L

From: Nuland, Victoria J [nulandv;d
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012:
" _Nuland, Victoria J; NSC Deputy Press Secretary; Iz Bhawn S Turner;

o:
cy4d /%7 | Rhodes, Benjamin J.; PAYASS ,4’,’433;
WASY. 4 /’” S S747¢ 4 7 ulllvan.- Jacob-J; Adams, avid S
Ce: . : ¢ ’73, - - . .

Subject: . RE Revnsed HPSCI. Talkmg Pomts for Revuew
| just had a convo with «»5’4 and | now understand that these are being prepared to give to Members
of Congress to use with the media.

On that basis; | have serious concerns about all the'part’s. highlighted below, and arming members of
Congress to start making assertions to the media that we ourselves are not making because we don’t
want to prejudice the investigation.

In same vein, why do we want Hill to be fingering Ansar al Sharia, when we aren’t doing that
ourselves until we have investigation results... and the penultimate point could be abused by
Members to beat the State Department for not paying attention to Agency warnings so why do we
want to feed that either? Concerned... ' '

+Jake Sullivan, Dave Adams here

This email is UNCLASSIFIED.

et ves - s sh b e Ayeefass e s e S mieermieh mLe e wetam = s a ¢ ew. e Semm  eiemd S s ht.tmen neteame® so e srw

From' Nuland Vlctorla J
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:16 PM

To: NSC Deputy Press Secretary;| (/4 oA Thawn-.Turrierl fay) W-Y] “Rhodes, Benjamin J.;
—_— Aid L35S, b ihiss  Siavs 24 N
(/f‘? ".\'}( ',4

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Are these for opén or closed hearing? If opén, the lirie about “knowing” there were extremists among
the demonstrators will come back to us at podium - how do we know, who were they, etc... So I'll
need answers to those if we deploy' that line, tx

This email is UNCLASSIFIED.

“rom:. Vietor, Tommy [mallto 1110mas F VietorJ '
sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:48 PM 5
Shawn.Tumed /5 074 —[Rhodes, Benfamin J; [ A 5S /7555 ]
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From: . ;; A1 (72555
Sent: Fnday, eptember 4,20127:51 PM
‘o: I ex '-’ I [FRI 5SS .

e
wC?

Subject: .Re: ewsed HPSCI Talklng Points for Review

[

oL coordmanon with CTD, we. have some concems:

1. The.accuracy of the sentence.of the first bullet point which states “On 10 September we warmed of social media
reports calling for a demonstration in front of the Embassy and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy.”

And-- who is the"we" that is referenced?

2. We recommend editing the last sentence in the second bullet pomt to “That being said, there are indications that
Islamic extremists participated in the violent demonstrations 2

1 will be free to discuss in about 20-minutes:if necessary. .

@ ’i*?

1 8 p !
Subject Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

L,‘ /4 + we are taking a look and | wil respond back.

= e j ’ 7 .
To (A P4 L 1 SriSS j

Cc: OIA OCA )
Sent: Fri Sep 14 18:04:08 2012
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI. Talking Points for Review. J

Colleagues:

I’'m told that Chalrman Rogers intends to use these talking points on Sunday.
Kindly respond to this note indicating that you've r_eyi'ewed' these talking points.ASAP..

Thanks,

From{ /7
Sent: Friday, September: 14, 2012 5:20 PM

a4 Aace
5 [ /7555

W: Revised HPSCI Talking Poirits for. Review

_olleagues:
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o44
From: “%
Sent: - C Fnday. September 14, 2012 7:52 PM
02 Nuland, Victoria J; NSC Deputy Pres cretarv Shawn S Tumer:[ €77 77 |Rhodes,
BenjammJ Meehan Bemadette;| A/ $< /2755 /v/"’ 55§ S oq 54
. David § o 215 5
. ;‘7" ,/,7!» 7{, /_ l)_ _
Ce: . 1A O ¢ 4
Subject: : RE: Revised HPSCI Talklng Pomts for Review

. 2 - . cry
On.that very issue, Toria, we are waiting to hear back from the Bureau: ,{'

e - e e e S et e SOOI A e RS R S

From' Nuland Victona J [mallto nulandvi .

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:39 PM :

To: Nuland. Victoria J; NSC Deputy Press Secretary;
WSS s S el A7 § S S e

Ce:| (720 /_J;c a’ .

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points’ for Review .

Rhodes, Benjamin J.;
: Adams, David S

Fjust had a convo withgﬁ and | now understand that these are'being prepared to give to Members
of Congress to use with the media.

On that basis, | have serious concerns about all the parts highlighted below, and arming members of
Congress to start making assertions to the media that we ourselves are not making because we don’t

-vant to prejudice the investigation.
In-same vein, why do we want Hill to be fingering Ansar al Sharia, when we aren’t doing that
ourselves until we have investigation results... ‘and the penultimate point could be abused by

Members to beat the State Department for not paying attention to-Agency-warnings so why do we
want to feed that either? Concerned...

+Jake Sullivan, Dave Adams here’

This email is UNCLASSIFIED.

From. NuIand \rctorla J

Sent: Friday, September 14,2012 7:16 PM

“To: NSC Deputy Press Secretary,L (1A 0f4 Mﬂnﬂ__:j4 &/{ jhodes, Benjamin J.;
ASSS FASCS  (n M PSS Caze A | R -
Y '(7 (’(’u, 4 B .

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

2
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From: Adams, David S [AdamsDS'4 i
Sent: : Friday, September 14, 2012 8:39 PM
To: Nuland, Vlctona J; NSC Deputy Press Secretary;| ¢ . Shawn S Turner;

L/ {- l" /VSS y/r)A)

L i/ 77558, fv,,g_/x uwan,JacobJ

Ce: : Lo dea -
Subject; RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Pomts for Review

!’m with Toria. The last bullet especially-will read to members_!ike we had been repeatedly warned.

e sarnies cmt ke ey cmen o et st St 8% mem smeras sete waeve (e e b s S

me' Nuland V’cl:orla J

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:39 PM : : _
To: Nuland, Victoria JLNSC Deputy Press Secretary] (/.0 «/%¢ __ Shawn:Turnef
Rhodes, Benjamin J.; WSS 255 S fa /i 2bpss i 4R

Adams, David S ' . IRy, IR

Ccl /4 _ocd |

Subject RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

77 o7
|Sullivan, Jacab J;

l'just had a convo wnth{ C /’41 and | now understand that these are bemg prepared to give to Members
of Congress to use with the media.

On that basis, | have serious concerns about all the pérts highlighted below, and arming members of
Congress to start making assertions to the medua that we ourselves are not making because we don’t

want to prejudice the investigation,

In same vein, why do we want I_-!ill'to.-be-ﬁngé'rj.ngiknsar al Sharia, when we_aren’t doing that
ourselves until we have investigation results... and the penultimate point could bé abused by
Members to beat the State Department for not paying attention to Agency warnings so why do we

want to feed that either? Concerned...

+Jake Sullivan, Dave Adams here

This email is UNCLASSIFIED.

From: Nuland, Victoria.J

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:16 PM . .

’_‘[aLNSCDenunLB:&ssSecretarv,l A /7 Shawn.Turnerr TR PR Phode_s, Benjamin J.;
NS AR ML‘LM,_:_&: a5 R . ’

[ vt ocd]

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for-Review

Are these for open or closed hearing? If open, the lirie about “knowing” there were extremists among
he demonstrators will come back to .usat pedium — how do we know, who-were they, etc... So I'll
need answers to those if we deploy that line; tx.



